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The Transmission of Mental Concepts 
Six Telepathic Experiments With “Margery” 


BY T. H. PIERSON 


On December 6th, 1935, William H. Button, Virginia 
Pierson, Thomas H. Pierson, and Mrs. L. R. G. Crandon 
(Margery), after some discussion of the nature of tele- 
pathic communications, decided to try an experiment be- 
tween Mrs. Crandon at No. 10 Lime Street, Boston, and 
Mrs. Litzelman (Sairy), at No. 72 Fresh Pond Parkway, 
Cambridge. During the next three days, six successful 
telepathic communications took place. The following ac- 
count is written from notes taken at the time. 


Experiment No. 1 (Clock) 


The participants in this experiment at Lime street were: 
W. H. Button, T. H. Pierson, Virginia Pierson and 
Margery. At 2:20 P.M. (Dec. 6th) the above-mentioned 
persons assembled in the front room on the first floor of 
10 Lime Street. T. H. Pierson telephoned Sairy in the 
hearing of the others, and asked her to be ready to receive 
impressions, as the group at Lime Street intended to con- 
centrate on some object or idea at 2:30 with a telepathic 
test in view. 
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At the conclusion of this telephone conversation, various 
objects were discussed and finally at Mrs. Pierson’s sugges- 
tion the word “Clock” was adopted. Mrs. Pierson wrote 
the word clearly on pieces of paper and handed one to each 
person. She placed one slip at the foot of a clock on the 
mantelpiece. From 2:30 to 2:40 the experimenters acting 
as agents made an attempt to concentrate on the word. 
There was some desultory conversation. No one left the 
room. At 2:40 T. H. Pierson again telephoned Sairy, in 
the hearing of the others. Sairy reported that she had not 
received very much; that she had received no automatic 
writing, but that she had received repeated visual impres- 
sions of’ large-faced watches. 


Experiment No. 2 (Light) 


The participants discussed the results of the first experi- 
ment with Margery’s control, Walter, at the next sitting, 
while Margery was in trance, and he consented to aid in 
further tests. It was suggested that Mr. Fife, present 
during the sitting, should ask a group of men with whom 
he is associated at the Charlestown Navy Yard, who are 
unknown to the Crandons or the other experimenters at 
Lime Street, to select and concentrate on something at 11 
A.M. the following day, which Margery and Sairy would 
try to receive. Walter, evidently eager to obviate any 
suspicion of collusion, said repeatedly: “Fife must keep 
out of it; he must have nothing to do with the selection of 
the word”. 

The next day Mr. Fife turned the matter over to a man 
at the Navy Yard, who was to serve as spokesman for the 
group there acting as agents in the experiment. Captain 
Fife then withdrew and took no further part in the experi- 
ment, except to give Mr. Button a telephone number at 
which he could reach the spokesman, and to ask him to 
communicate directly with the agents when the Lime Street 
part of the experiment had been completed. 

At 11 A.M. T. H. Pierson, W. H. Button, and Margery 
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gathered in the “bookroom”. A copy of the magazine 
Light, which has its title in large black type on the cover, 
was lying on the table. Margery at once said that her 
attention was riveted by this magazine and it bothered her. 
She therefore moved to a seat across the room. She then 
said that she felt impelled to strike matches and did so, 
lighting them and throwing them into the fire. She said, 
“Tt’s ‘matches’. . . No, it is ‘light’. Give mea pencil”. She 
thereupon wrote, apparently from an automatic impulse, 
the world Light. 

Mr. Pierson telephoned the Navy Yard and was told by 
the spokesman of the group at that end that they had 
chosen the phrase, “Light is a bright future”. Mr. Pierson 
then called Sairy and she reported that she was greatly 
disappointed as she had again received no automatic writ- 
ing; she had merely felt impelled to turn on and off the 
electric light, which she did several times, thinking it 
strange, as it was a bright sunny day. 


Experiment No. 3 (Book-test) 


The following people were present at lunch at Lime 
Street on December 7th, and took part in a sitting on that 
afternoon: Wendell Murray, T. H. Pierson, W. H. Button, 
Dr. Edison Brown, Dr. Mark Richardson, Brackett K. 
Thorogood, and Miss Barry who was present at the sit- 
ting as stenographer; and, of course, Margery. 

Just before the sitting at 3 P.M., Mr. Murray said he 
would like to try a test of his own devising. Margery 
had already gone upstairs accompanied by Miss Barry 
who was to search her in connection with other experi- 
ments planned. Mr. Murray called Mr. Thorogood and 
Dr. Richardson into the “bookroom” and taking a book 
at random from the shelf, pointed to the number of a page. 
It was page 4. No word was spoken and the book was 
replaced. At the end of the sitting Walter said, “I am. 


going now. If number 4 means anything to any of you— 
that’s it’. 
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Experiment No. 4 (Cigar) 


After leaving the séance room at the close of the above 
sitting, and before Margery and Miss Barry had returned, 
another test was determined upon. Margery was to desig- 
nate an object in the room; in her absence a cigar lying on 
a table was chosen. Mrs. Pierson joined the group at this 
point and took notes. Margery came in, spoke to several 
people, looked about the room evidently sensing that some- 
thing was expected of her. She said several times, “I don’t 
know what it’s all about”. Without explaining that a test 
had apparently failed, Margery was asked to try her powers, 
and Miss Barry, Mr. Murray, and Dr. Edison Brown went 
into the adjoining room and chose an object. This was 
done with the door closed, and without speech. Miss Barry 
picked up a candlestick and showed it to the two men. 
Margery was called, and without any hesitation went to 
the dressing-table and picked up the same candlestick saying 
“That’s it”. 

At this point Mr. Murray, Mr. Thorogood and Dr. 
Brown took their leave. Margery suddenly picked up the 
cigar, which had been the object of the apparently unsuc- 
cessful experiment, and tossed it to Dr. Richardson, say- 
ing, “How is that?” 


Experiment No. 5 (Dog-Watch) 


The men at the Navy Yard were evidently interested by 
the considerable success of their first experiment and tele- 
phoned to Lime Street on Sunday morning at 11 A.M. to 
ask if another test might be tried. Mr. Button received 
the message and consulted Margery who agreed to try 
again at 11:30. Mr. Button then telephoned Sairy and 
asked her to again try to receive impressions at 11:30. 

At 11:25, Margery came up to the “bookroom” with her 
dog, Mutty, which she had just finished washing, wrapped 
in a bath-towel. She sat down before the fire and began 
to dry him. She was joined immediately by Mr. Button 
and Mr. and Mrs. Pierson. At 11:27 she said, “It’s 
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Mutty!” After a short pause she said, “I am afraid it’s 
because I’ve been washing and drying him that I can’t get 
my thoughts away from him”. Another short pause, then 
she said, “No, it’s not Mutty, it’s ‘dog’. Give me a pencil”. 
She was given a pencil and pad and wrote in big letters, 
“Dog”. After she had done so, she was quite sure that 
she had got the right word. At 11:35 Mr. Button went 
to the adjoining room and, within hearing of the others, 
called Sairy, who said she had got a little illegible writing 
which she destroyed and then plainer writing which she 
read to Mr. Button and agreed to keep for inspection. She 
also, as on the former occasion, saw watches, all about her, 
set at between 11:10 and 11:30. She felt this might be a 
hang-over from the Clock experiment. At 11:45, Mr. 
Button, again in the hearing of the others, and with Mr. 
Pierson listening in on an extension in the “bookroom” 
called the Navy Yard. The spokesman for the “agents” 
said that they had chosen the word “dog-watch”. At 11:50 
Margery felt the twitching in her hand which is the signal 
to her to write, and received the following: 


W. S. S. 


“This is to prove to you that there is a psychic element always in 
telepathy. The word chosen could not be done by telepathy, else both 
mediums would have got the whole word. Let this settle the question.” 

W. S. S. [Walter S. Stinson] 


Later Sairy gave us what she had received in connection 
with the “dog-watch” experiment. 


Charles— 


“The only thing I could get over was to set all watches at about 
ten to thirty minutes past eleven. Quite a lot of confusion, could get 


no other clear detail.” [Charles is Sairy’s control, who writes through 
her hand.] 


Mr. Pierson has since communicated with the men at the 
Navy Yard to ascertain the source of the curious phrase, 
“Light is a bright future”. He has received the following 
reply: 


“The word, Light, was selected and voted unanimously by the 
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others, as during the conversation we were looking directly into a 
bright light. The sentence was made up as something out of the 
ordinary. 


“The word Dog-watch was chosen as it is a nautical term fre- 
quently used.” 


All of the “agents” were not available at the time Mr. 
Pierson’s letter to them arrived, but those who could be 


reached have signed a statement, prepared by Mr. Pierson, 
which is on file at Hyslop House: 


We, the undersigned, have read Mr. Thomas H. Pierson’s account 
of experiments with the medium “Margery”, on the 7th and 8th of 
December, 1935, in which we took part. We find the record entirely 
accurate insofar as it refers to facts that came within our knowledge. 
We selected the sentence containing the word “Light” and the word 
“Dog-watch” without informing any other person, including Captain 


Fife, and only disclosed them when requested to by Mr. Pierson 
and Mr. Button. 


Experiment No. 6 (315) 


The sixth experiment was a telepathic test between Mr. 
Wendell Murray and Margery. During luncheon on Sun- 
day, December 8th, when fourteen persons were present, 
(including most of those named above), Margery had an 
impulse to write, and wrote the number 315. She associated 
this number with Mr. Murray and requested that he be 
telephoned. Mrs. Richardson made the call, asking Mr. 
Murray if he had any message for the group at Lime Street. 
He replied that he had no message but that he had been 
concentrating upon the number 315. A statement from 
Mr. Murray is on file at Hyslop House to the effect that 
he had concentrated upon that number and had communi- 


cated it to no one before being questioned by Mrs. Rich- 
ardson. 
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To the Voting Members of the A. S. P. R. 
President’s Report at the Annual Meeting, January, 1986 
BY WILLIAM H. BUTTON 


There is much of encouragement in the prospects for 
psychical research in the coming year. During the last 
year a spreading interest manifested itself. The subject 
is brought up in all companies, increasingly discussed in 
the press and in various publications. Intense interest was 
occasioned by Dr. Carrel’s book, in which he took the posi- 
tive position that telepathy has become a scientific datum 
and that clairvoyance has done likewise. This caused wide- 
spread comment in the press and elsewhere. It is, how- 
ever, still a regrettable fact that the subject is not entirely 
respectable, and as was to be expected Dr. Carrel shortly 
encountered hostile comments from entrenched ignorance. 
In the New York Evening Sun for December 14, 1935, 
there appeared purported statements from quite a number 
of professors of universities in the middle west. They 
were all to the effect that there was no scientific evidence in 
favor of mental telepathy or clairvoyance. Some of the 
statements were quite drastic. 

I took occasion to write several of these gentlemen say- 
ing that this Society was much interested in these matters 
and in all evidence pro and con, and asking them if they 
would not elaborate somewhat on their statements if they 
had been correctly quoted. I inquired whether they had 
made personal investigations in these subjects and what 
investigations of others they had considered in coming to 
their conclusions. I of course received no replies for the 
obvious reason that these people don’t know what they are 
talking about. It seems to be almost a generality that the 
closer psychics approaches academic circles, there appear 
in progression, manifestations of intolerance, ignorance 
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and sometimes of intellectual dishonesty. This Society, 
itself, has had sad experiences in that regard. It is true 
that there are some notable exceptions but they are few and 
far between. 

We have done much in the matter of research during the 
last year. Remarkable results have been obtained in the 
passing of matter through matter, in thought transference 
and in other subjects. The Conan Doyle episode and the 
Minthorn episode published in the Journal during the year 
exhibited remarkable phenomena. 

I do not discover that any of the other societies have 
made much progress in original research during the year. 
The English Society conducted some experiments in word- 
tests which did not seem to produce any very startling 
results and published considerable material on old experi- 
ments. The French Society carried on some experiments 
in clairvoyance and thought transference. 

Of course, the paucity of these results is due to the 
scarcity of mediums who have pronounced psychic powers. 
A good medium is a pearl beyond price. This has been 
realized for many years. When Doctor Hyslop got in con- 
tact with Mrs. Soule, he experimented with her for years. 
When Doctor Hodgson of the English Society discovered 
Mrs. Piper that Society never let go, and in fact made 
some kind of arrangement with her for the rest of her life. 

In this regard, this Society is most fortunate in having 
the unlimited opportunity of availing itself of the medium- 
ship of Margery, who undoubtedly is the greatest medium 
in existence. Her phenomena are continuous and grow 
stronger from month to month. That this is appreciated 
in other places is evidenced by the fact that not long ago 
the English Society, through its president, sent her an 
invitation to go to London at the expense of that Society 
to give a series of sittings for its benefit, and recently Sir 
Oliver Lodge insistently invited her to spend three months 
with his family and himself in his home in order that he 
might have a number of sittings with her. As a matter of 
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fact she sat at his home not so long ago, and produced re- 
markable results. The Society is also greatly indebted to 
Mrs. Carl H. Litzelmann who has continuously and gener- 
ously co-operated in many experiments. She is, herself, 
a medium of great power which ordinarily manifests itself 
through automatic writing, and the verity of statements 
so received has often been demonstrated. 

Mr. Thorogood has been doing good work. Among other 
things he has addressed a large number of people during 
the last year on the subject of psychics. They have been 
audiences of more than usual intelligence. Among others, 
he has given addresses to between one hundred and two 
hundred clergymen. He has addressed the biology depart- 
ment of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. His 
audience consisted of the faculty and the advanced students 
on that subject. He has lectured to a number of professors 
at Dartmouth College. The result each time has been that 
although he was supposed to talk about three-quarters of 
an hour, he has always been kept talking for over two 
hours. This shows the widespread and growing interest 
in this subject. 

The Society owes a debt of gratitude to the member, 
who, without compensation, has undertaken in connection 
with the Executive Committee, to get out the JouRNAL of 
the Society since the dismissal of Mr. Bond. 

The state of the membership is about as usual. We have 
lost some members, but Mr. Pierson will later report more 
in detail on this matter. During the year it was quite 
widely advertised by certain people that the dismissal of 
Mr. Bond had occasioned a great upheaval in the Society. 
As a matter of fact among the resignations from member- 
ship only three people gave the dismissal of Mr. Bond as 
the reason for their resignations. The usual reason was 
a financial one. 

I should be gratified if the scope of the research work of 
the Society could be widened. There are difficulties in the 
way of doing this, both a financial difficulty and the diffi- 
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culty of finding situations that should be investigated. 
Possibly these difficulties can be overcome. In the mean- 
time, the Society finds itself practically the only psychical 
organization in the United States. It has its decks clear. 
We have got rid of many retrogressive influences and 
there is a great chance to build up the Society for future 
influence and growth. 

In conclusion, I wish to state, somewhat didactically, 
from investigations which I have conducted myself and 
from investigations in which I have participated, that the 
following are facts. 1. The transference of thought and 
conception from one mind to another without the interven- 
tion of ordinary sensory channels. 2. Clairvoyance. 3. 
Telekinesis. 4. The passage of matter through matter as 
we understand the terms. 5. The transportation of matter 
over comparatively great distances. 6. The production of 
music without instruments. 

I do not propose to elaborate on these things. I state 
them to be facts and the time is not far distant when they 
will be recognized as such. There are certain gratifying 
characteristics of facts. A fact remains a fact no matter 
how much it is misunderstood, no matter how much it is 
neglected, no matter how much it is misrepresented. It 
still remains a fact and will eventually emerge as such. 


Postscript 


I have received a letter from one of the gentlemen men- 
tioned in my opening paragraphs, detailing certain shop- 
worn and hackneyed ideas in regard to psychics. The letter, 
however, contains a peremptory demand that it shall not be 
published for the reason that the writer refuses “to be 
exposed to public criticism for an incompletely defended 


position”. In this sentiment of the learned gentleman I 
fully concur. 




















Magic and Psychical Research 


BY JOHN J. O NEILL 
Science Editor, The New York Herald-Tribune 


Joseph Dunninger, well known as a magician and “ex- 
poser” of mediums, has written a book entitled, Inside the 
Medium’s Cabinet*. The volume is intended as an “expo- 
sure” of mediums, and a number of individual mediums are 
discussed. It is written in the lively style that one would 
associate with the sprightly personality of its author. The 
book is not a scholarly presentation. It is a strongly biased 
account of an inadequate investigation. The unbalanced 
nature of the approach and technique employed makes it so. 

The author brings to his task outstanding ability as a 
magician and as a showman, a wealth of sincerity, and 
extensive contact with mediums not one of whom has 
produced any manifestations which he could accept as 
supernormal. With this background, Mr. Dunninger, 
through the publicity resulting from his activities, has be- 
come a de facto court of last resort as far as many news- 
paper readers are concerned. This fact justifies serious 
examination of his book. 

Dunninger has a glamorous personality that he manages 
to inject into every feat he performs and it “clicks” on the 
front page. In most of Mr. Dunninger’s tests he has used 
groups of newspapermen on his boards of judges because 
they are “hard boiled” and not easily deceived. In some 
sittings the board of judges included technical men, but 
usually men trained in the engineering arts. The question 
which these boards were called upon to decide was whether 
or not Mr. Dunninger had successfully defended a prize 


*INSIDE THE MEDIUM’S CABINET by Joseph Dunninger. (David 
Kemp, 228 pp. $2.50.) 
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of $21,000, of which he had posted $10,000. The prize 
was offered to anyone who could produce “spirit” or super- 
normal phenomena. The money would be awarded to the 
contestant if Mr. Dunninger could not duplicate in effect 
or explain any manifestations observed. The rules gov- 
erning the contest were ambiguous so that the nature of 
the phenomena observed could not be brought into question. 
The ability of Mr. Dunninger as a magician was always 
equal to the task of defending the prize within any reason- 
able interpretation of the rules. The discussions usually 
ended with this impasse: If the medium and the magician 
both produce effects that can be described in similar lan- 
guage by observers, who can say that both are not due to 
sleight-of-hand manipulations, the differences being due to 
different techniques used? 

Such discussions are futile. Nothing is proved. The 
conditions under which the tests are held prevent anything 
resembling useful controls. With from fifteen to forty 
people in a darkened room, including “watchers” for both 
sides, and with the majority lacking any comprehension of 
the nature of the problems involved, there is a large ele- 
ment of uncertainty, so large that the tests are invalidated 
as far as any scientific purpose is concerned. Yet it is 
upon such tests as these that Mr. Dunninger is willing to 
base his judgments. 

The mediums have willingly submitted to the tests, and 
as long as they do so and Mr. Dunninger is willing to have, 
among the judges, one who continually disagrees with him, 
I am willing to be an observer. The most regrettable fea- 
ture of the whole situation is this: mediums are perfectly 
willing to submit to tests in the hope of winning a large 
money prize but not one of them has been willing to sit for 
observation and study under far more satisfactory condi- 
tions, with scientifically designed controls and no prize to 
be awarded. This is the type of medium with which Mr. 
Dunninger has had his major contacts, and it is not at all 
surprising that he should have a rather one-sided experi- 
ence on which to form his judgments. 


























Magic and Psychical Research [57] 


The sincerity, the energy and enthusiasm which Mr. 
Dunninger brings to his task are worthy of more lasting 
results than he is achieving under his present program. 
His results are entirely negative and will continue so until 
he develops a far different approach to his work and a more 
accurate evaluation to the factors involved. 

One of the first factors that require evaluation—brought 
to the fore by Mr. Dunninger’s book—is the value of magic 
in psychical research. We can start out with the safe 
assumption that if the range of mediums is wide enough 
we will find a certain amount of deception and fraud, con- 
scious and unconscious. In the great majority of cases 
the fraud will be plainly apparent to an experienced ob- 
server. In the cases where the fraud is not so apparent 
there will attach to the performances a certain trace of 
suspicion. The psychic researcher is not studying fraudu- 
lent methods but is interested in supernormal phenomena: 
he aims to eliminate fraud. 

If a medium presents a varied performance of which it 
is apparent that fifty percent is conscious fraud, forty 
percent unconscious fraud, and the remainder of a nature 
undetermined, the magician will consider it a case ninety 
percent fraudulent and therefore subject to banishment. 
To the psychic researcher the medium is worthy of still 
further observation on the basis of the ten percent that 
may prove to include some item of bona fide supernormal 
manifestation. Even those behavior-patterns which include 
fraud, conscious or unconscious, are of value to the psychic 
researcher in studying his subject and their mental mech- 
anisms. 

The scholar will always reserve judgment. He is willing 
to study a case for days, weeks and years if necessary in 
order to arrive at a sound judgment, and a sound judgment 
is usually a presentation of mixed results. The magician, 
however, is willing to arrive at conclusions based upon 
one, two or three observations, and to include in his prem- 
ises possibilities for which there is no evidence. 
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This latter situation is involved in Mr. Dunninger’s pres- 
entation of the case of the late John Slater. A mass of 
innuendo is presented suggesting the ways in which the 
results could have been achieved, but nothing as to how 
they were achieved. This is not evidence. The fact that 
Slater refused to accept Mr. Dunninger’s challenge to sub- 
mit to a test is not evidence, and no one is entitled to reach 
a conclusion on such limited observation. This does not 
mean that malicious and vicious fraud is not practised by 
alleged ballot readers. 

Mrs. Stanley Werner gave a test séance in one of the 
tower rooms in the Empire State Building and failed to 
produce table levitation. This is used as a peg on which to 
hang a discussion of fraudulent methods alleged to be used 
by others. She failed to produce raps, and this is Dun- 
ninger’s excuse for describing at length how toe-snapping 
can produce raps. This still would be a million miles away 
from evidence that all or any psychic raps are so produced. 

I wish space were available to go into detail concerning 
the case of Nino Pecoraro to which Dunninger devotes two 
chapters. Despite the two chapters the case is very inade- 
quately presented. Nino was capable of fraud. His séances 
were usually an intimate mixture of very obvious fraud 
and unexplainable manifestations. I kept a time-record of 
his performance in getting out of and back into various 


kinds of bonds. This study was useful in a later series of. 


observational and test séances. It was my report on this 
series, containing findings of obvious fraud and unex- 
plained happenings that led to the situation in which Dun- 
ninger obtained Nino’s signed confession that everything 
he did was fraudulent and that every other medium is a 
fraud. I called Nino to my office. He repudiated the con- 
fession and dictated a statement in which he declared he 
was a medium, possessed great spirit-powers, and if there 
was any faking done at his séances it was the spirits that 
did it and not Nino. When Dunninger heard about this 
repudiation, he called Nino back to his studio and got a 
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reiteration of the confession and that evening staged a 
radio broadcast in which Nino again confessed fraud. 
Nino’s intellectual status is that of a moron and he is putty 
in the hands of anyone who wishes to use him. 

The confession by Nino that he had never seen a spirit 
was quite amusing to me. About two weeks before Nino 
had given me a test séance. He was dismissed about 
2 A.M. He was at my office the next morning at 8 o’clock. 
I did not arrive until noon. He was the most sorry-looking 
specimen I ever saw. He was in an almost complete state 
of collapse. He was incoherent. I was able to revive him 
sufficiently to find out what happened. Nino said he de- 
cided to sleep at the home of a friend and as he stepped into 
the lobby of the apartment house a light from heaven 
struck him. It was stronger than a million suns, he said, 
and right in the middle of this light the Blessed Virgin ap- 
peared to him and gave him a message. After the Blessed 
Virgin had gone the light remained. He could not get rid 
of it. He spent the night in the lobby and at sun-up started 
for my office. 

It was very apparent that Nino was suffering from shock. 
I took him to an eye-specialist and investigation showed 
that his eyes were normal in every way except that the 
retina was exquisitely sensitive to light. Tests in a com- 
pletely darkened room showed that the slightest trace of 
light shining into his eyes produced a response in the optic 
nerve that was like the shock from a jumping toothache. 
Treatment by the eye-specialist and a medical practitioner 
improved his condition and after a twelve-mile taxi ride to 
his home he was back close to normal. 

The next time I saw Nino was the day he made his con- 
fession to Dunninger. He had forgotten about his Blessed 
Virgin vision. Shortly after his confession he left the 
country. 

This incident is recited in order to show how little value 
can be attached to the word of Nino, yet Dunninger attaches 
enormous value to it. 





[60] Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research 


Mr. Dunninger’s account of the test séances of Frank 
Decker is of a high order of accuracy on the points cov- 
ered. If, however, details were discussed fully the report 
would have a different complection. A detail which Mr. 
Dunninger failed to mention was the fact that a group of 
four observers in the front row reported they had observed 
a series of forms dimly luminous issuing from the locality 
where Mr. Decker was seated. Mr. Dunninger was seated 
in the middle of this group but he reported that he failed 
to see anything of the sort. When the discussion was held 
to decide what items of manifestation were produced by 
Mr. Decker, the proposal to include this phenomenon was 
voted down ten to one. 

Here was a manifestation observed by a small group 
located within a small area, but the fifty other people lo- 
cated further away from the medium failed to see any trace 
of it. All that Mr. Dunninger was required to do to defend 
the prize was to duplicate in effect what the majority of 
this large group determined the audience saw or experi- 
enced, such as that persons were touched, a light was seen, 
a voice was heard. Even with the hand- and foot-controls 
uniform for both medium and magician such agenda offered 
no difficulties for a performer of Mr. Dunninger’s ability. 
In both of the Decker séances there were about fifty per- 
sons in the audience who were under no control whatever, 
except in the second séance when about ten persons seated 
nearest the contestants were directed to hold hands. 

Decker’s manifestations are worthy of a much better 
type of observation and test than is available under such 
conditions. I have expended much effort to bring about 
the holding of scientifically controlled tests for Decker, but 
unfortunately the consummation of such a plan still re- 
mains for future realization. I have sat with Decker at 
least ten times to Dunninger’s one and can say that the 
séances at which both of us were present have not been as 
impressive as those at which Dunninger was not present. 

Dunninger’s account of the test séance with Decker in 
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the Crescent Athletic Club brings up the question of defini- 
tions. Ifa set of definitions could be agreed upon, much of 
Dunninger’s critical comments would be ruled out. Fol- 
lowing this test Dunninger gave a demonstration of his 
ability as a “mentalist,” to use his descriptive term. He 
quotes a couple of paragraphs from my report written at 
the same time: 


“Dunninger’s exhibition was one which a medium could well offer 
as evidential phenomena. He stated later that he produced his results 
neither by psychic phenomena nor sleight-of-hand but used ‘hypnotic 
clairvoyance’. 

“Dunninger is a hypnotist and it is a considerable problem to me 
to determine where the line should be drawn between what Dunninger 
calls mental powers and what spiritualists call psychic powers; the 
closest approach I can make is a difference in degree.” 


To Dunninger, “hypnotic clairvoyance” is an entirely 
natural manifestation and he is willing to use it in conjunc- 
tion with his sleight-of-hand ability to achieve desired 
results. The mediums call the manifestation of “hypnotic 
clairvoyance” spirit-phenomena, and some describe it as 
supernatural. When this is done and the medium is unable 
to produce the “spirit,” Dunninger feels justified in calling 
the performance fraudulent. 

“My desire to test out the spirit evidences,” states Dun- 
ninger, “is not actuated by a desire to destroy any idea of 
certain mental powers being impossible to man. All I wish 
_ to emphasize is that so far physical phenomena have not 
been proved genuine spirit work. There have been abun- 
dant evidences of telepathy and clairvoyance.” 

If he would take an equally judicious attitude toward the 
possibility of physical phenomena as ‘that he takes toward 
mental phenomena he would abandon his present attitude 
and would work with the premise that if physical phenom- 
ena are real their study presents a difficult problem requir- 
ing the most careful technique and methods of extreme 
delicacy as well as scientific certainty, and that the attitude 
of observers can be a gross factor. 
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The results which Dunninger presents in this book, when 
filtered of all extraneous matter, suppositions, possibilities 
and prejudicial approach, leave a small residue. When this 
residue is considered there is found in it nothing construc- 
tive to which magic has made an essential contribution, 
and which could not have been achieved through shrewd 
powers of observation. Nobody could have given magic 
a better test of its utility in psychic research than Dun- 
ninger. The result of the test is found in Dunninger’s 
book. This result shows that its contribution is purely 
negative, and that in serious investigation it is not essen- 
tial as a safeguard. 





A Letter from England 
BY DR. NANDOR FODOR 
Research Officer, International Institute for Psychical Research 


London, January 
BRITISH COLLEGE’S NEW PRESIDENT 


There was an inaugural reception on January 15th at the British 
College of Psychic Science for members and their friends to meet 
Mr. S. O. Cox, the new Honorary Principal. He succeeds Mrs. 
Hewat McKenzie who, since the death of Mrs. Champion de Cres- 
pigny, acted in a temporary capacity and will now continue to func- 
tion as President. Mr. Denis Conan Doyle joined in as Vice-Presi- 
dent. It is a strong combination which will, no doubt, lift the Col- 
lege to new heights of constructive work. I predict that Mr. Sydney 
O. Cox will prove an able leader and a definite gain to the psychic 
movement in Britain. He was a member of the College’s Council for 
some years, has considerable psychic experience and possesses that 
rare quality of human sympathy which is so invaluable for leadership. 

In introducing Mr. S. O. Cox in his new capacity, Mrs. McKenzie 
briefly surveyed the present state of psychic science in England and 
deplored the fact that when scientific progress has put wonderful 
means at our disposal for the verification of physical phenomena we 
find them almost entirely absent. She made special reference to the 
work of the International Institute for Psychical Research and its 
up-to-date laboratory, and wondered why, at this stage, physical 
phenomena have been withdrawn. 


AMAZING GROWTH OF PUBLIC CLAIRVOYANCE 


No one can vouchsafe an answer. There is only one pertinent re- 
joinder. It is that physical phenomena appear to be replaced by an 
amazing growth of platform clairvoyance. There are almost any 
number of young and old mediums who at meetings in churches and 
public halls stand up before large audiences and deliver strikingly 
accurate messages. Indeed, I have no hesitation in saying that the 
state of platform clairvoyance in England is, at the present, the most 
impressive spiritualistic phenomenon and, incidentally, of the greatest 
possible propaganda value. Nothing attracts the audience to such 
an extent as the presence of a platform clairvoyant. And if proof 
be needed for this assertion I will state that on January fifth, six 
thousand people filled the Albert Hall to listen to “Red Cloud” 
through Mrs. Estelle Roberts, and two thousand the Queens Hall 
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where the usual weekly spiritualist service took place with address 
and clairvoyance. 

Where did all these people come from? As Mrs. McKenzie sug- 
gested, the Daily Sketch’s inquiry into Spiritualism may have been 
partly answerable for the growth of interest. Not that the inquiry, 
which incidentally ended with the majority of votes upholding the 
spiritualistic hypothesis, could have been considered as in any way 
serious or important but because the British Press has displayed, in 
the last few years, far more respect for Psychic Science than the 
press of any other country. 

The change, to my mind, began with Mrs. Meurig Morris’s libel 
action against the Daily Mail. Though the action, while upholding 
Mrs. Meurig Morris’s honor, was lost, it taught the whole press a val- 
uable lesson: that it is very expensive and unpopular to run an issue 
against Spiritualism. The number of Spiritualists and that of the 
psychic-minded runs into millions, and they not only resent jeering 
in the press at what they believe to be an issue of vast importance 
but also give expression to their resentment. The Psychic News, 
which represents the popular and extreme side of Spiritualism, has 
missed no single opportunity to incite spiritualists to cancel their 
subscriptions as a sign of their protest against Spiritualism’s unfair 
treatment, and as circulation managers are very sensitive to subscrip- 
tion cancellations the desired end, as a rule, is achieved. 

Moreover, however slowly, the editors begin to discover that 
psychic phenomena are excellent copy and that those who make 
Spiritualism their religion are entitled to the same respect as followers 
of any other denomination. As a result, the atmosphere created by 
the press is very favorable for the further growth and expansion of 
Spiritualism, which is an end to be desired as, after all, Psychical 
Researchers cannot hope to bring home the reality of psychic phe- 
nomena to science and the vast masses of humanity until they find 
readier ears, and, with spreading knowledge, an increasing demand 
and material for investigation. 

Conditions being such, the importance of any investigation that is 
likely to reach the multitude with its implications is apparent. It 
was for this reason, and also for the want of physical phenomena, 
that the International Institute has commenced an examination of 
platform clairvoyance and clairaudience. Sound-records are taken of 
all that the clairvoyant says and the recipients of the messages are 
invited for a cross-examination afterwards. They all receive ver- 
batim copies of their messages so that they may be able to check up 
on predictions and guard against confusion of memory in later 
recollection. It is hoped that the Bulletin which will be issued con- 
taining this material may prove of enduring value. 
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APPORTS AND TRANSFIGURATION 

Speaking of Bulletins, I should like to mention that the report 
of the Institute’s examination of the claims of Lajos Pap, the Buda- 
pest apport medium, has just been published. As it is written by 
myself I will not here trespass on the preserves of the Journal’s 
reviewer. I trust that it will show that while keeping the demands 
of science in view the Institute is adopting a generous attitude 
towards mediums and will make every possible psychological allow- 
ance in case they fail to produce their phenomena to satisfaction. 
This Bulletin is the first extensive investigation undertaken by the 
Institute. There were other cases which, however, did not supply 
sufficient material for a thorough-going analysis. I refer particularly 
to the case of Mrs. Bullock, on whose transfiguration phenomena I 
lectured at the Fifth International Congress for Psychical Research 
in Oslo last August. I showed a 400-feet-long infra-red film and 
numerous lantern slides. There is no doubt that Mrs. Bullock’s face 
shows highly impressive changes. The film and the photographs 
establish this fact beyond question. Nor do these changes appear 
to be due to pure facial contortion. If due to that alone, the four 
Chinese faces of Mrs. Bullock side by side would represent a phe- 
nomenon just the same. I will, however, say that we have no right 
to talk of more than possession or personation unless the presence 
of ectoplasm in the moulding of the facial representations is demon- 
strable. 

Transfiguration is very much in vogue in England today—no doubt 
because in weak red light it is very easy to create illusions. A 
little contortion may go a long way and transfiguration mediums are 
growing like mushrooms after rain. Photographed by infra-red 
light, the faces, as a rule, show no evidence of anything supernormal. 
As an exception I can only point to Mrs. Bullock. Her facial trans- 
formations are, indeed, extraordinary and at least in one instance, 
in two successive photographs taken by the light of a mercury 
vapor lamp, the presence of extraneous matter on her face appeared 
to be indicated. 

It may possibly be found that for photographing transfiguration 
ultra-violet light is more suitable. For all we know a very thin layer 
of ectoplasm may be just as transparent to infra-red as fog is. It 
is for deciding this and similar questions that at the Institute we 
take simultaneous photographs by two synchronized flashes in two 
cameras on infra-red and ultra-violet sensitive plates. Progress is 
slow because of the scarcity of research material. It is quite true 
that there are a few mediums who ply their trade by giving séances 
for materialization. But they withdraw like oysters into their shells 
when invited to have their phenomena subjected to closer view. 
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The old objection of the medium’s getting hurt because of. the 
shock of the flashlight is no longer valid. The infra-red flash is so 
slight that unless directly looked at it escapes all notice. It has 
been tried and proved harmless. And the physical medium who 
refuses to be photographed by infra-red is obviously of no use to 
Psychical Research. The day will come when all spiritualists will 
realize this and insist on some such test before paying their hard- 
earned shekels. 


KATHLEEN GOLIGHER 


I said that the infra-red flashlight has been tried and proven 
harmless. If we complain that there are no physical phenomena 
for investigation, how could it have been tried? The complaint 
was not intended to be so wide in scope. It only meant to embrace 
professional mediums. They are within the reach of all who wish 
to inquire, or should be. Private mediums are usually inaccessible. 
But sometimes we hear of them and the news is welcome indeed. 
Kathleen Goligher, to whom we must feel greatly indebted for the 
self-sacrificing way in which she placed herself for years at Dr. 
Crawford’s disposal, is perhaps the only hope of Psychical Research. 

Alas, the hope is very thin. Embittered by the late Dr. Fournier 
d’Albe’s unwarranted criticism, she cut herself adrift from scientific 
investigations. Even her husband, Dr. Donaldson, rarely succeeds 
in persuading her to sit. But now and then she does. The January 
issue of Psychic Science contains some excellent photographs which 
were taken by infra-red and show ectoplasm of the type with which 
we are familiar from Baron Von Schrenck-Notzing’s and Dr. Glen 
Hamilton’s researches. We owe these valuable photographs to the 
tireless enthusiasm of Mr. F. W. Warrick and his friend, Mr. 
Stephenson, who, at his request, travelled to Belfast and had the 
good fortune to obtain the sittings, conclusively proving to all who 
may doubt that infra-red flashlight photography is an ideal tool 
in a difficult and delicate realm of research. It is not only possible 
to save the medium from the shock of the flash but also from 
the nervous suspense, if the same method is adapted as that used 
at the Institute. The flashlight extension leads into our cabinet and 
the medium, or the “control”, can take the photograph at the suitable 
moment, thus sparing the anxiety and tension of waiting. 


THE FLOWER MEDIUM 


But what about the Flower Medium, of whose doings so many 
marvellous things were reported in the psychic press? Does not 
she present physical phenomena at their best, as she sits in good 
light all the time? There was a time when we thought that she did. 
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But we have grown slowly wiser. No psychic paper will now devote 
a line to her in England. Discoveries of such shocking nature have 
been made that her supporters gradually fell off and the only question 
which remained was: has she ever produced genuine phenomena at 
all and can she sometimes still produce them? In the hope of settling 
the latter question, we “shot” 400 feet of infra-red film of her phe- 
nomena at the Institute and took a number of “still” photographs. 
In the film we found something that was puzzling, but then came an 
exposure elsewhere and Miss Hilda Lewis promptly cancelled the 
rest of her sittings, preferring thereafter to sit in strict privacy for 
the few who are too eager to see miracles to care for conditions. 


DIRECT VOICE 


I said that transfiguration has come very much into vogue in Eng- 
land. The same applies, and in an increasing measure, to the Direct 
Voice. It has tremendous fascination for mediums and public 
alike. Every second medium sits for the Voice. They all get it. 
At least so the story goes. But as soon as you set out to examine 
the phenomenon there is a general retreat. At this moment, there 
is not a single voice medium in England who could, or would, sub- 
ject herself to tests as to the independence of the voice. Moreover, 
many are so callous to evidential requirements that they no 
more even try to create the presumption of a voice out in space. The 
time-honored trumpet is becoming an anachronism. Present-day 
voice mediums do not need it. They sit in the dark, surrounded by 
trusted friends, and loose the voices in a spate of queer false notes. 
IT do not mean to accuse them in general of fraud, but I do mean 
that this Direct Voice contagion is rapidly assuming the proportions 
of an hysterical epidemic and will do no service to Spiritualism or 
Psychical Research. 

By testing the Direct Voice I had no particular torture in mind. 
In Dr. Crandon’s circle, the independence of Walter’s voice has 
been magnificently tested by the sound-proof box which Mr. Thoro- 
good constructed. The same idea but on slightly different lines has 
been executed by me at the Institute. To Mr. Garscadden, then a 
Glasgow business man, now of Manly, New South Wales. Australia, 
the initiative is really due. Years ago, he constructed a sound-proof 
box with a microphone inside which was connected with telephone 
receivers outside. When Andrew McCready’s “controls” spoke 
inside the box the listeners heard whispers through the telephone 
receivers. These whispers could not be heard without, a clear sign 
that the sound was produced inside the box. 

I found a full. description of Mr. Garscadden’s Voice Box in an 
article by Mr. Lethem, Editor of Light, in an old number of the 





[68] Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research 


London Magazine. I had a box built according to the same data and 
had the suspended microphone connected with our loudspeaker. All 
that we want from a Voice Medium is to produce a voice inside 
the box. We have found none who would undertake to do it. But 
once, with a rapping medium, we heard raps through the loudspeaker, 
therefore presumably from inside the locked box, when not a sound 
was heard outside. These raps were of a characteristic type, peculiar 
to this medium, totally different from the crackles which you get 
through any loudspeaker from noises caused by the mains. 


CHARLES BAILEY STILL GOING 


I have just had a letter from Mr. Garscadden in which he says 
that Charles Bailey, though he is getting old, is still sitting for 
apports. Mr. Garscadden says that he has been running circles for 
him for the last six or seven years. Some time ago, he says, they 
had two very interesting experiments. Bailey made an iron nut, 
weighing seven-eighths of an ounce, float on the surface of water 
in a large enamelled basin. “The water was freely agitated so that 
the floating nut could be seen by all in a strong red light, after which 
the medium took a cork, put it on the water and it plumped to the 
bottom like a piece of lead. We had also provided two champagne 
glasses, one full of fine black rape seed and the other with white 
millet seeds. Combined there were approximately 32,000 seeds. 
These were put into a large soup plate and thoroughly mixed. In 
less then two minutes they were separated and put into two sepa- 
rated heaps.” I agree with Mr. Garscadden that this is sufficiently 
interesting from the scientific viewpoint. 


KUDA BUX 


My references to physical mediumship in England would not be 
complete without mentioning the Fire Walk which Kuda Bux demon- 
strated for Mr. Harry Price’s London University Council for Psy- 
chical Research last autumn. Mr. Harry Price’s Bulletin about this 
extraordinary feat of the Kashmiri has just been published. He has 
no doubt that the phenomenon was genuine, and indeed it would be 
difficult to pick a hole in his circumstantial report. 

At the same time he ascribed Kuda Bux’s “sightless vision” to. 
trickery. He said that Kuda Bux was squinting down his nose. It 
is difficult to see why the lesser thing should be fraudulent when the 
greater one is genuine. But it may be so. Kuda Bux is demon- 
strating his sightless vision daily on the stage of the Royalty Theatre. 
No psychic phenomenon would lend itself to that. Moreover, Kuda 
Bux does not claim that his demonstration is psychic. _ 

I have just seen him at the house of Mrs. Henry Richards and 
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have taken a series of photographs of the show. He was skilfully 
blindfolded twice by Dr. Noonan of the Institute of Medical Psy- 
chology and by Dr. Woolley, Ex-Research Officer of the S. P. R. 
In the first test sticky dough was used, in the second cotton wool 
alone, with innumerable pads, bandages and plasters that made Kuda 
Bux look like a monstrosity. He could read all right, but only at 
a deep level. He seemed to read with his nostrils which he insisted 
on keeping free. It is easy to say that he squinted down his nose 
but none of the doctors and experienced psychical researchers pres- 
ent could say how he could have done it. 


NEW PSYCHIC MAGAZINE 


Something new has appeared on the news-stalls all over Britain. 
A psychic magazine which is not written for spiritualists but for 
the general public. It is called Prediction, and is edited by James 
Leigh who was, for some years, Assistant Editor of The Two Worlds. 
It is not concerned with Spiritualism or Psychical Research alone. 
It embraces astrology, palmistry, phrenology, graphology, et cetera. 
It is written in an extremely popular vein and has excellent con- 
tributors for this purpose. There is an interview with Sir Oliver 
Lodge in the first issue. I was particularly struck by the following 
paragraph: “I don’t think every spirit lives upon earth. Still-born 
children make an attempt to come into association with matter, but 
unsuccessfully. Even before we are born we may be turned out.” 
This sounds somewhat like the messages from James H. Hyslop in 
Mrs. Lambert’s book on healing, Cure Through Suggestion, about the 
spirits who are waiting to be born and even choose their parents. 
The choice may not be always wise. Frustration may serve a better 
purpose than wisdom. 
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THE “DAILY SKETCH” INVESTIGATION 


Some of the topics which Dr. Fodor mentions in his first London 
Letter, in this issue, have attracted considerable attention in British 
newspapers and magazines. Our readers may be interested in a 
further account of them. As Dr. Fodor points out, psychic matters 
have been receiving a good deal of notice of late in the British press: 
far more so than in this country. The inquiry into Spiritualism by 
The Daily Sketch came at the end of a series of psychic causes 
celebres and journalistic exploits, chiefly in the popular press but 
reflected occasionally in the more conservative papers. The Daily 
Sketch investigation was begun last October, in the hands of 
Harrison Owen, called “The Seeker” for the purposes of the 
occasion. Mr. Owen is an experienced journalist who approached 
the subject with no special information but showed himself to be a 
fair and impartial observer and an excellent reporter. 

Most of the inquiry was devoted to Estelle Roberts, the “plat- 
form medium” who has been attracting huge crowds for several 
years and has recently acquired a building of her own, “The House 
of Red Cloud”, at Wimbledon; Red Cloud being her “guide”. Mr. 
Owen interviewed Mrs. Roberts, reported a lecture by Red Cloud, 
and described experiments by Mrs. Roberts in clairvoyance—both 
privately and before an audience—in psychometry, and in direct 
voice. The resulting newspaper articles doubtless helped to swell 
Mrs. Roberts’ audiences, but they can hardly be said to have provided 
much evidence for her reputed gifts. Behind Mr. Owen’s constant 
generosity—he was very favorably impressed by Mrs. Roberts her- 
self—it was clear that he was surprised by the paucity of striking 
results obtained for him or for the committee that attended one 
seance. This committee included some prominent names—Dame 
Sybil Thorndike and Clemence Dane are probably the ones best 
known in this country—but apparently did not witness demonstra- 
tions they found very convincing. 

If Mr. Owen’s inspection of Mrs. Roberts’ celebrated medium- 
ship did not produce impressive positive results, he fared even 
worse with other mediums to whom his Daily Sketch inquiry led 
him. Journeys to Manchester, to Bristol, to Birmingham, always 
under auspices that seemed to guarantee the best in psychic work, 
resulted in reports that seldom suggest more than the faking-and- 
fishing methods of ordinary humbugs. Mr. Owen’s most damning 
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narrative grew out of his desire to witness automatic writing “with 
the best available exponent of this form of mediumship”. A sitting 
was accordingly arranged for him by a prominent spiritualist with, 
as he says, “a woman who, though she accepted and gave a receipt 
for a fee, has since discovered who I was and insists that her name 
shall not be published”. It is difficult to imagine what kind of appeal 
induced Mr. Owen to leave his report incomplete in that respect, but 
the two articles devoted to recounting his sitting (The Daily Sketch, 
November 26 and 27) make the medium’s desire for anonymity 
readily comprehensible. Incidentally, the methods and characteristics 
of the medium concerned are, as reported, identical with those of the 
well-known automatist Mrs. Hester Dowden. 

If The Daily Sketch inquiry did not result in the recording of 
any very impressive psychic phenomena or in the discovery of any 
new mediums, journalistically speaking it was a great success. 
Letters poured in from readers, testifying to a lively interest in the 
series: letters giving personal experiences, asking pointed questions, 
and revealing the wide divergence of opinion these topics always 
excite. Other pens than Mr. Owen’s were drawn on for a few 
articles; and some of the mediums concerned wrote commentaries 
on the reports of their work. Finally prizes were offered to readers 
for essays on the subject, Do the Dead Come Back? and votes were 
taken on the same question. Apparently the newspaper’s readers 
were fairly evenly divided, but in the end the spiritualist answers 
slightly outnumbered the sceptical answers, receiving 52.75 per cent 
of the votes. As Dr. Fodor points out, editors have already dis- 
covered that psychic phenomena afford excellent copy: it seems 
likely that this favorable verdict from readers on spiritualism will 
tend to affect the kind of treatment psychic phenomena will receive 
in the British press henceforth. 


THE “FLOWER MEDIUM” 


The story of the “Flower Medium” is one of the most curious 
in recent psychic annals. The mediumship of Miss Hilda Lewis, 
called the “Flower Medium”, first burst on the psychic world in 
August 1934, when the late Mrs. Champion de Crespigny, the 
Honorary Principal of the British College of Psychic Science, 
reported her phenomena to the spiritualist weekly Light. Mrs. 
de Crespigny had met Miss Lewis a few weeks earlier, through 
Mrs. Dowdon, and was so favorably impressed that she took her 
under her personal charge and straightway described the medium’s 
work in print. A further account by Mrs. de Crespigny appeared 
soon after, in Psychic Science, with a supplementary report by 
Stanley de Brath and Margaret Hyde. These reports were so 
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enthusiastic and so striking that the “Flower Medium” became the 
sensation of the day. Articles about her began appearing in all the 
spiritualist magazines and occasionally in the newspapers, giving 
fresh cases of her remarkable phenomena. 

These phenomena, according to the reports, were remarkable 
indeed. As Mrs. de Crespigny said, “It is difficult to imagine a 
more beautiful form of mediumship than that of the ‘Flower 
Medium’. When St. Theresa, sometimes called ‘the little flower’ 
passed on at the end of the nineteenth century, she promised ‘to 
shower the world with roses’, and in the simple and charming per- 
sonality of this lady she seems to have found a channel for the 
fulfilment of her purpose”. With but slight variation the descrip- 
tions of the new medium told the same story. After having been 
carefully searched, Miss Lewis took her seat in the middle of the 
company, in good light, and simply leaned slightly forward in her 
chair: after a few minutes of trance, flowers were suddenly seen in 
her lap. They were usually roses, complete with stems: sometimes 
two or three, sometimes as many as a dozen. 

The care with which the crucial matter of the preliminary search 
was performed was insisted upon in all reports. The medium was 
invariably stripped entirely, or stripped to a bathing suit, by the 
committee of ladies, and then put into a simple dress and jacket 
which had been examined. The published accounts seemed to leave 
no loop-hole by which trickery could have entered: the problem of 
the searching was so simple, and the circumstances of the sittings 
so clean and open. It veritably appeared that a psychic phenomenon 
as indubitable and as attractive as any in recorded history had arrived 
in twentieth-century London. The medium’s personality, too, fitted 
the picture, according to those who observed her; and she accepted 
no fee for her services. Further color was lent by references to 
supernormal knowledge which came to the “Flower Medium” when 
in trance, also by reports of lights, gray mists and other things occa- 
sionally seen. The actual birth of the mystic roses was seen by a few 
witnesses. Lord Donegall, for instance—who had previously written 
exposure articles about mediums—contributed the following account 
to the Sunday Dispatch, illustrated with three photographs: 


“The medium, a very tall, thin girl, sat in a cotton skirt, 
under which was a low-cut tight-fitting backless bathing suit. 
Over it she wore a short cotton coat not fastened in front. 
Electric light was on throughout. 

“She leaned forward, which drew the jacket taut over her 
back. I sat a yard away with the camera ready for eventuali- 
ties. She went into a trance, and suddenly a bulge began grow- 
ing under her left shoulder-blade. I watched until it became 
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larger, and then took the first photograph. [Showing the 
medium leaning forward in her chair, with an area in the left , 
side of her jacket pushed out.—Editor.] 

“When it had grown to about the size of a large grape-fruit 
it began descending very slowly in a curve as though propelled 
towards the medium’s left knee. 

“After about two minutes the heads of flowers began emerg- 
ing, and I took the second picture. [Showing a large bunch 
of flowers coming from under the jacket—Editor. ] 

“They ended up in the medium’s lap, as illustrated in the 
third picture”. [Showing the flowers on her lap.—Editor.] 
“The whole process was slow enough to watch every movement.” 


Narratives like the above appeared regularly in the British psychic 
journals for some eight months. There were occasional scornful 
references to sceptics and to absurd suspicions which had been 
voiced: but no plausible grounds were furnished, in print, for doubt- 
ing that the psychic world had been vouchsafed an amazing and 
beautiful phenomena. The first ominous note was struck in the 
April, 1935 issue of Psychic Science. Mrs. de Crespigny had died 
in February, and other workers for the British College had taken 
over the case of the “Flower Medium”. An editorial notice said 
they had made a report which “has raised a number of fresh ques- 
tions concerning the phenomena, both physical and mental, which 
have yet to be dealt with.” Miss Lewis, it was added, had been 
invited to undertake a new series of sittings, “under certain condi- 
tions”. Fresh questions? Certain conditions? What did this mean? 
What had happened? What possible complications could arise in so 
perfect a case? 

Reports of sittings with the “Flower Medium” become less fre- 
quent, until finally only The Psychic News was carrying on. It was 
apparent that a development of importance was impending. The 
suspense became heightened when, in its July issue, Psychic Science 
reported that in reply to the College Council’s invitation to give a 
fresh series of sittings “Miss Lewis has intimated that she cannot 
accede to this reasonable request”; and in the same month The Two 
Worlds accompanied a typical enthusiastic report with an editorial 
note which was equivalent to a warning to its readers. Finally in 
the middle of August the storm broke, as is sufficiently revealed in 
the headlines employed: THE “FLOWER MEDIUM’S” CONFESSION: 
BOUGHT FLOWERS BEFORE THE SEANCE; and THE “FLOWER MEDIUM” 
EXPOSED: SPIRITUALISTS UNMASK BLATANT FRAUD. The first ex- 
posure article was written by Mr. F. N.C. Bell, speaking for a group 
of researchers, and was followed a week later by a detailed discussion 
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of the whole case by Mrs. Hewat McKenzie, who had succeeded Mrs. 
de Crespigny as the Honorary Principal of the British College. 

The tale told was extremely simple, as well as extremely sordid: 
sufficient to blast the case in the minds of most readers. Miss 
Lewis had, apparently, regularly bought at florists the flowers she 
was to produce, and then avoided thorough search by crafty strate- 
gems. She was seen making the purchases; and regarding one 
occasion signed a statement admitting she had done so. Witnesses 
likewise asserted that they had found flowers on her person before 
séances; and that on other occasions flowers were found secreted in 
her belongings and on the premises. The impressive “supernormal 
knowledge” which had lent color to her more startling claims was 
reported to have been acquired through Miss Lewis’ access to several 
telephone lines in the course of her work—until she was dismissed 
for it. As to the methods of blocking adequate examination, these 
do not need to be specified here, beyond saying that the reports show 
them to have been in every sense disgusting. And all in the name 
of St. Thérése of Lisieux! 

The exposure of the “Flower Medium” seems to have been unusu- 
ally decisive and complete, and most readers of the indictment can 
have been left with no doubt that the rapturous, and apparently 
fool-proof, reports by early observers were based on failure to detect 
methods that were completely fraudulent. Nevertheless, the “Flower 
Medium” still has her defenders—though as Dr. Fodor says, the 
psychic press is no longer open to them. But for some weeks after 
the exposure letters were printed from not a few estimable persons 
insisting that the fake methods reported, or any others, could not 
have been used on certain occasions. And it is indeed true that 
some of the published accounts—as for instance Lord Donegall’s, 
quoted above—are difficult to accommodate to any theory of fraud. 
It may be that we have not heard the last of the mediumship of 
Hilda Lewis: there are circumstances that would make a claim for 
her case being a “mixed” one fairly plausible. 

But it seems as certain as anything can be that the “Flower 
Medium” used nothing but fraud on a good many occasions: and 
this is the disappointing fact. Not so much because another medium 
has been exposed, as because of the circumstances of her initial 
acceptance. It should be said, however, that the fact that persons 
experienced in psychical research, and looked to as authorities, were 
fooled is in this case quite understandable. There was not only the 
girl’s cleverness and daring: there was the powerful factor that 
persons of ordinary good-will could hardly imagine, or be expected 
to imagine, that anyone would descend to such depths of nastiness 
as the reports disclose; the mock-religious setting, the evasion of 





Survey and Comment [75] 


search through pleas of womanly modesty and ill-health, the wire- 
tapping, and, most effective of all in the minds of many, her shameful 
imposition on so generous and admirable a woman as her patron 
Mrs. de Crespigny. 

It is, of course, such cases as the “Flower Medium’s” that do 
most to discredit psychical research and retard its acceptance by 
“orthodox” scientists: when “perfect-sounding” phenomena turns 
out to have been very different. Cases of this kind can always be 
quoted—and invariably are quoted—against other claims which may 
be quite perfect. The worst of the matter is that such cases are 
used not only against those who gave them their approval, but against 
psychical researchers in general. And this in turn leads some re- 
searchers to go to extremes of disbelief, preferring the risk of miss- 
ing genuine phenomena and of being unjust to individuals, to the 
risk of damaging their own usefulness in the field and the standing 
of the whole subject,-by being once taken in. This question of preserv- 
ing the balance between scepticism and generosity is indeed the most 
delicate one in psychic research, as such cases as that of the “Flower 
Medium” serve to emphasize. 


KUDA BUX AND THE FIRE-WALK 


If The Daily Sketch inquiry put psychic matters before the public 
in none too favorable a light, and the “Flower Medium” episode in 
a very bad one, the publicity that has attended the recent activities 
of Kuda Bux has probably been entirely on the good side. And the 
publicity has been on a much larger scale, owing in part, no doubt, 
to the nature of the phenomena, and in part to the methods of the 
irrepressible Harry Price. Mr. Price has been making the British 
public “conscious” of psychical research very energetically in recent 
months: having secured the facilities of the British Broadcasting 
Company for a series of radio talks. These began last June and 
continued through the summer, coming to a climax in the episode of 
the fire-walk in September. The radio-talks were called “Confessions 
of a Ghost-Hunter”, and were narratives based on Mr. Price’s own 
experiences, some of them previously reported in print and some of 
them apparently new. The talks secured further publicity by being 
printed in the B.B.C. weekly The Listener, and have now appeared 
in a book which will be reviewed in these pages. 

Concerning the fire-walking exploits of the young Kashmiri Mo- 
hammedan named Kuda Bux there is no need to go into details here, 
since doubtless most readers are familiar with the story through the 
cabled dispatches or through Miss Clair Price’s article in The New 
York Times Magazine of October 20. All accounts agree that 
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Kuda Bux’s two exhibitions were valid performances: that is, that 
there was no artificial preparation of his feet, and that the fires 
consisting of the glowing embers of several tons of fuel were ex- 
tremely hot—uncomfortably hot even at a distance of several feet. 
The accounts agree further that Kuda Bux several times walked the 
length of the glowing trenches without being burnt, while witnesses 
who attempted the same thing were badly scorched and biistered in 
half the number of paces. 

In regard to the explanation there is no such unanimity. Mr. 
Price himself stated in a letter to The Listener that he thought Kuda 
Bux’s success should “very probably” be ascribed to the cause sug- 
gested by Sir Leonard Hill: namely, the dryness of the performer’s 
feet, added to his practised agility. Mr. Charles R. Darling, a 
physicist, who witnessed both fire-walks, likewise found a purely 
normal explanation adequate (Nature, September 28); though the 
accuracy of the temperature measurements which he made on the 
spot, as well as some of his assertions, have been plausibly challenged. 
On the other hand, the fact remains that Kuda Bux was able to 
walk on the fire when others failed conspicuously and painfully. 
Nor, so far as we know, has anyone ever come forward to perform 
the fire-walk who did not either use fraudulent devices, or make the 
claim made by Kuda Bux: namely, that it is through a special mental 
state (in this case ascribed to yoga discipline) that the feat is 
performed. 

Quite apart from the number of persons who claim to have seen 
fire-walking of a kind that must have been supernormal—and their 
reports make at least a prima facie case for the authenticity of the 
phenomenon—it would seem that if agility and a special skin texture 
are all that is required, these factors are of so simple a nature that 
individuals could be found without difficulty to duplicate the feat. 
If both sceptics and those who think a supernormal explanation re- 
quired would make experiments along these lines, it should he possible 


to place the problem of alleged fire-immunity on a more satisfactory 
basis than at present. 





